Appl. No. 10/714,553 

Reply to Office Action of July 5, 2006 

Attorney Docket No. 25837 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in this application. 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended) A coupling between a sheet member with an edge of a thickness [[t]] T, 
having at least one opening formed adjacent said edge, and between a receiving member formed with 
a recess of a width W and spacers formed on a first sidewall of the recess, said spacers defining 
within said recess a groove of a width w, which meets th e condition t wherein said thickness T, said 
width W and said width w meet the condition T < w < W, said recess con^rising also at least one 
projection formed on a second sidewall of the recess, said second sidewall being opposite to the first 
sidewall. said projection protruding into said groove, said groov e b e ing adapt e d to slidingly rec e ive 
said e dg e of th e sh ee t m e mb e r with said proj e ction snap fitting into said opening, th e r e by providing a 
secure couphng b e t>^^ ee n the she e t and rec e i\Tng m e mb e rs 

wherein said spacers facilitate rigidity of the recess and the arrangement being such that 
when said sheet member is advanced inwardly into said groove it is shdinglv received therein and 
said projection is pressed out of the groove until the opening is ahgned with the projection to allow 
snap-fitting of the projection into said opening, thereby providing a secure coupling between the 
sheet member and the receiving member . 

2. (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 1, wherein said sheet member is made of a 
metal. 
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3- (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 1 , wherein said receiving member is made of a 
thermoplastic polymer. 

4 (Currently amended) A coupling in accordance with claim 1, wherein said projection is 
adapted configured for beiag elastically pressed out of the groove, enabling said sheet member, 
during its insertion into said groov e recess , to advance in an inward direction thereof into said groove 
until said opening is aligned with the projection to enable the projection snap-fit into the opening. 

5. (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 4, wherein the opening in said sheet member 
and said projection have a geometry that prevents withdrawal of the sheet member outwardly from 
the groove when the projection is snap-fit in the opening. 

6. (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 5, wherein said projection is formed with a 
front face, adapted to be the first face to contact said edge of the sheet member when the sheet 
member is inserted into the groove, and a rear face, wherein said front face is slanted with respect to 
the inward direction, enabling the front edge to easily bias the projection out of the groove, when 
inserting the sheet member into the groove, and wherein said rear face is perpendicular to the inward 
direction, so that when the projection is snap-fit in the opening, it prevents withdrawal of the sheet 
member out of the groove. 
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7. (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 6, wherein said recess is formed with 
sidewalls providing it with elasticity, and wherein said projection is integrally formed with one of 
said sidewalls. 

8. (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 3, wherein said recess in said receiving 
member is designed with sidewalls of a imiform wall-thickness. 

9. (Original) A couphng in accordance with claim 8, wherein the sidewalls of said recess, are 
thin compared to the width W of the recess. 

10. (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 9, wherein said spacers are formed integrally 
with at least one of said sidewalls. 

11. (Currently amended) A coupling in accordance with claim 10, wherein said spacers 
construct e d are configured to be stronger than said sidewalls, facilitating the rigidity of the recess. 

12. (Original) A coupling in accordance with claim 1, wherein said opening is an aperture spaced 
from the edge. 

13. (Withdrawn) A container con^rising: 
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(a) a base in the form of a U-shaped metal sheet having a couple of essentially 
straight side edges, and a couple of U-shaped end edges, with at least one 
opening fomied on said metal sheet adjacent each of said edges; 

(b) two plastic rulers, each fomied with a groove adapted to sUdingly receive one 
of said side edges, and at least one projection protrudiag into said groove, 
adapted to interact with said at least one opening in said metal sheet adjacent 
said side edge to provide a secure coupling between the metal sheet and each 
of the mlers upon the insertion of the side edges into the groove; 

(c) two plastic end walls, each formed with a U-shaped groove adapted to 
slidingly receive one of said end edges, and at least one projection protruding 
into each of said grooves, adapted to interact with said at least one opening in 
said metal sheet adjacent said end edge to provide a secure coupling between 
the metal sheet and each of the end walls upon the insertion of one of said 
end edges into one of said U-shaped grooves 

wherein assembling said container conprises the steps of: securing said two plastic mlers to 
said side edges and securing said two end walls to said couple of end edges. 

14. (Withdrawn) A container in accordance with claim 13, wherein each of said plastic mlers has 
two ends, and each of said two plastic end walls is formed with two sockets, wherein said ends are 
adapted to snap fit into said sockets upon assembly of said box thereby providing a secure connection 
therebetween. 
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1 5. (Withdrawn) A container in accordance with claim 14, wherein the box fiirther conq)rises a 
cover, wherein said plastic rulers and said plastic end walls are adapted to securely engage said cover. 
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